Running at speed in Douglas Channel near Kitimat is the
. . Canadian Coast Guard's search and rescue lifebaat FLom-
ngh endurance hf eboat ENCIA Bay (2018, Hike Metal Products, M), The vessel
was on its way from Kitimat to Hartley Bay, a coastal
village where a new Coast Guard base has recently been
established. The 19 m Fuorencia Bay, which is stationed
in Harthey Bay, is one of 20 Bay class high endurance
AR lifeboats built by Hike and also by Chantier Maval
Forillon (00 & part of a 3177 millien fleet renswal
project that started in 2017 and was completed in 2024,
These shore-staticned self-righting lifeboats provide
essential search and Pescue services up to 100 naUL-

«cal miles from shore including conducting searches,
responding to marine distress calls and providing assis-
tance to disabled vessels, The aluminum-hulled Bay class
vessels are a Robert Allan Lrd. modificaon of the Royal National Lifeboat Insticution's shorter fibreglass-hulled Severn-class lifeboars.
The FLoagncia Bay is frequently seen patrolling nearby channels and conducting crew changes between Kitimat and Hartley Bay.

Tied up at Kitimat's MK Bay Marina is the 114-ft {35 m}
charber cruise vessel PACIFIC YELLOWFIM, Built in 1943

by Billings Shipyard {(Maine) for the LS. Armiy Corps,

it originally served as JMP &4, ore of a senes of Junior
Mine Planters, The design was from Seattle’s H.C. Han-
sen, reflecting traditional Pacific Northwest workbear
aesthetics. During World War I, JMP &4 and its sister
ships were reassigned as Freight/Passenger (FF) vessels
in the Pacific theatre, playing a crucial role in recap-
turing the Aleutian Islands by transpaorting troops and
ammunition. Post-war, FP 64 was acquired by Califor-
nia's Department of Fish and Game, renamed YeLLOwFin,
ard maintained in excellent condition over a decade of
service, It subsequently passed through various private
owriers, including Tacoma Tow Boat Compary in 1980
In the early 20cos, oilman and wooden boat enthusiast Pete Whittier purchased the vessel and commissioned an extensive rebuild at
Pount Hope Shipyard. Current owner Colin Griffinsan traded his converted 7o-ft selner for the YeLuowrin (he wanted a larger vessel and
Whittier wanted a smaller one) and brought it into Canadian registry as the PaciFic YeLLowrin, It naw frequents Kitimat's waters in late
summer, drawn by the region’s rich wildlife and adventure appartunities, and It steps at ME Bay Marina during passenger changeovers,
It retains its original meticuloushy maintained Atlas Imperial diesel engines, which pravide a cruising speed of 10 knats and a remarkable
range of 4,000 nautical miles, Hearing the histonc engines firg up s a testament to the vessels enduring crafismanship,

For many years, lifelang prawn fisherman Warren Poff,
affectionately known as "Puft)” was a fixture at Kiti-
mat’s MK Bay Marina, tending ta his beleved 3z2-foet
Farrell-hulled pleasure boat Masic Dracon, A happy-go-
lucky fellow standing just over four feet tall, Puff spent
much af his life on the coean, and he is always quick
with a joke and a smile, His two great loves were always
hiz wife and the Magic Dragon, but two years aga he
made the tough decision to sell the vessel for his ane
true love — his wife, This photo, taken before Puff sold
the Magic Dragon, captures him abaard the boat along-
side contributing writerphotographer Captain Grant
Lutz, Despite no longer awning the vessel, Puff can still
be spatted at MK Bay Marina, levingly checking on his
abd “haby”™ as if it were still his, a testament to the bond
between a manner and boat.
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